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Modular Election: Mode selection and Institutional Constraints

Concerning Public Recommendation and Direct Election within CPC

CHEN Jiaxi & SANG Yu-cheng

( Institute of Political Studies of Contemporary China Shenzhen University Shenzhen 518060 China)

Abstract: Public recommendation and direct election are seen as the prominent landmark in the development of inner—
party democracy in recent years. As the dominant method of electoral reform at the grass—oots level in Party organizations
public recommendation and direct election is of characteristics of the “modular” election showing the combination between
competitive election and organizational selection system the combination between organizational selection mass participa—
tion and party-member election. It also indicates the driving force from inner-party democracy for democracy shared by the
public. However this mode of election also contain potential internal tension between competitive election and organization—
al selection and between inner-party democracy and public democracy. Promotion of deepened reform of public recommen—
dation and direct election requires continuous regulation of the operation mechanism for public recommendation and direct e—
lection. Systematic practice and supporting system shall be installed with pilot programs tested at local CPC committees for
the broadening of the applicable scope of public recommendation and direct election.
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