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® Jear Jacques Rousseau, Letter to Beaumont, Letters Written f rom the Mountain, and Relat
ed Writings (Collected Writings of Rousseau, Vol. 9), Christopher Kelly and Eve Grace
edited, trans. Christopher Kelly and Judith R. Bush, Dartmouth College: University Press
of New England, 2001. p. 34.
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T he Social Contract, trans. Maurice Cranston, Harmondsworth: Penguin
Books, 1968)
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Ye Shi and the Eastern Zhejiang School:

On the Political thinking of Song Confucians of Practice and Achievements

REN Feng

Abstract: The Critique of Ouyang Xiu rather than the Neo Confucianism by the late Ye
Shi reflects the profound reexamination of the Scholar official politics during the Song Dy
nasty. Ye inherits a lot from his predecessors such as Xue Jixuan, Chen Fuliang, Lv Zur
qian and Chen Liang who constitute the Eastern Zhejiang School in the Southern Song,
and promotes the political logic within their thoughts to the higher degree. Ye reprimands
traditional Confucian dogmatism epitomized by the phrase“ Governance through Classics’,
and advocates confronting political practice and experience. A theory of order and justice
centered on Huangji is developed and both political regime and political capacity are enr
phasized by Ye, which marks the maturity of Song political Confucianism.

Key words Ye Shi; Eastern Zhejiang School; Confucian practice and achievements;
scholar official politics; Ouyang Xiu

John of Salisbury and the Medieval Origin of
Western Political Thoughts

ZHAN G Xiaoyu

Abstract: John of Salishury who lived in the 12" century enjoyed a unique status in the
history of western political thoughts. He expressed his own theory on prince, rule of law,
liberty and organ republic, which showed plenty of modern characteristics and performed
pre eminent theoretical preparations for the expanding of modern western political
thoughts. In this sense, he could be viewed as the first one in western political science.
The political theory of John of Salisbury offered us a meaningful observation view to conr
prehend the medieval origin of modern western political thoughts.

Key words John of Salisbury; state; prince; monarchomach

Rousseau s Theory of Freedom Critigue and Defense

LI Shi

Abstract: Based on the concept of “ general will”, Rousseau develops his theory of
freedom, which leads to the conclusion that when people do not obey the “ general will’,
others can force them to be free. Isaiah Berlin strongly criticizes Rousseau’ s conclusion,
and considers that Rousseau s mistake is to equate the absolute freedom with absolute so
cial rules. In this article, I aim to argue (1) the concepts of freedom that Berlin uses are
different from Rousseau s; (2) Rousseau’ s theory of freedom will not lead to slavery, as
Berlin mistakenly claims; (3) in Rousseau” s theory, “ force someone to be fre€ does not

constitute a paradox.
Key words Rousseau; Berlin; positive freedom; general will

200



