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ZHAO Tong, Types of sound change in the history of the Chinese language

In the history of the Chinese language, in addition to the two types of sound change supported
respectively by the Neogrammarians and the theory of lexical diffusion, i.e., phonetically gradual but
lexically abrupt change, and phonetically abrupt but lexically gradual change, two more types are
attested, that is, gradual change on both phonetic and lexical level, and abrupt change on both
phonetic and lexical level. According to the results of sound changes, it is believed that pure split is
usually phonetically gradual while merger is probably phonetically abrupt. Near-merger is probably the
transition from phonetically gradual change to merger.
Key Words: history of the Chinese language, sound change, gradual change, abrupt change, split,

merger

AKITANI Hiroyuki, NOHARA Masaki, The rounded-vowel hypothesis in Old Chinese and Min
dialects

The rounded-vowel hypothesis, first proposed by Sergej Jaxontov (1960), is one of the basic
studies on the reconstruction of the six-vowel system in Old Chinese. Modern Min dialects still preserve
the distinction between unrounded vowels and rounded vowels. This article examines the words ° qudn
B, Cfan [Ufon B, Cfé $5/fa 22 and ¢ gud /gud BE, hé R’ in Min dialects to support the
hypothesis and shows that the most archaic phonological stratum of Min dialects possibly dates back to
the period as early as the 3™ century BCE.
Key Words: Old Chinese, rounded-vowel hypothesis, Min dialects, phonological stratum

XING Xiangdong, MA Mengling, Lexical tone of Northwest Mandarin and its relation with
citation tone and tone sandhi

Lexical tone in this paper refers to the tone which occurs in the words or phrases of two or more
syllables, and which cannot be inferred from the sandhi of citation tones in Northwestern Chinese
dialects. Lexical tone is closely connected with the citation tone and the tone sandhi; however, the
latter two are on the phonological level, while lexical tone is related to morphology and syntax. Five
features of lexical tone are illustrated, including that it has limited types, presents fixed forms,
exhibits conformity between high/low pitch and long/short or stressed/unstressed syllables, shows initial
syllable controlling, and has earlier stratum than its corresponding citation tones and tone sandhi. Two

methods are proposed to distinguish the three concepts above. On account of the situation in Northwest
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Mandarin where the citation tone is simplified, the tone sandhi is complex and the lexical tone is
advanced, it is also suggested that certain adjustment be made to the investigating procedures on the
dialect.

Key Words: Northwestern Mandarin, lexical tone, citation tone, tone sandhi

YUAN Dan, The origin and sound change of aspirated fricatives s"-/¢"- in the Tongjing
subgroup of the South-Wan Wu dialect: A case study of the Xinbo dialect

From a typological perspective, aspirated fricative is a rare phonetic type. Experimental results
show that in the Xinbo (#71#) dialect, the special initials deriving from the groups of cong (M), xie
(%), cheng (¥&), chong (£%), chan (#), chuan (§), qun (Ff), xia () of middle Chinese are
essentially aspirated fricatives s"-/¢"-. These aspirated fricatives are resulted from the sound change of
“z-> s"-, and the aspiration should be from the devoicing of the breathy vowel, which is supported by
the comparison with the Shanghai dialect. As aspirated fricatives in the Tongjing subgroup are rather
unstable, two predictions are given on their further sound change.

Key Words: South-Wan Wu dialect, Tongjing subgroup, aspirated fricatives, experimental analysis

WEN Changyan, The phonetic origin of possessive singular personal pronoun in Hakka

Based on the results of many previous researches, this paper discusses the origin of possessive
singular personal pronoun in Hakka dialects, and claims that: a. possessives of singular personal
pronouns in Hakka should be outcomes of sound merger; b. except for those in the Liancheng dialect,
these possessives were initially formed by merging with the prefix “a-fi]” in kinship terms and later
developed into general atiributives; c. in some dialects, they may have underwent a second or third
phase of merger with the particle “ke (1)) ”; d. the sound of possessives tends to resemble that of
their counterpart in nominative and accusative.

‘0

Key Words: Hakka, possessives, origin of sound change, sound merger, “a-”, “ke /~(F])”

ZHU Qingxiang, On the counterfactual reading of yinggai (Fi%) ¢ de (&)

This paper argues that the construction yinggai (°should” N i%) ¢ de (PART HYJ) can have
counterfactual reading and non-factual reading when describing specific events, and it may also have
factual reading or express long effective obligation which is irrelevant with counterfactuality. Thus the
interpretation of yinggai ¢ de is dependent on two factors: long-term effectiveness and obligation.
Besides, evidence shows that the de at the end is better considered to indicate confirmative emphasis
rather than counterfactuality or non-futurity.

Key Words: de [fY], counterfactual, long-term effectiveness, obligation

ZHANG Huili, PAN Haihua, Inflectional rhyme change and the grammaticalization of event
structure

In Henan dialects, systematic verb inflection, named as infleciional rhyme change, is widely
applied for the indication of grammatical meanings. This article investigates the distribution and function
of this phenomenon from the perspective of the interaction between event structure and syntactic

structure, and examines the hypothesis that inflectional thyme change can denote perfective aspect. It is
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