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Two Questions Concerning Northern Expeditions of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom
Hua Qiang
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Abstract ; There were virtually two northermn expeditions following the Taiping Upnising. But what was the destination of
the first expedition? The generally accepted view within the academia is “the small paradise” of Nanjing. However, the au-
thor believes that it should be Henan and Beijing, otherwise it can not be explained why the Taiping forces marched through
half of China from the starting point of Guangxi before they settled in Nanjing. To prove their arguments about the strategies
for the second Taiping Northern Expedition, scholars used to employ Luo Dagang’ s statement, which the author thinks to be
insufficient and unreliable. But why did the second expedition not follow the most convenient route of Beijing-Hangzhou Grand
Canal to reach Beijing, but took the trouble to head north and west from Pukou, covering several provinces including Anhui
and Henan? In the author’ s opinion, it was Yang Xiuqings mistake in military sirategy that led to the final failure in Taiping
Northern Expeditions.

Key words: Taiping Heavenly Kingdom; First Northern Expedition; Second Northern Expedition; Taiping forces; Yang
Xiuqing ; Hong Xiuquan
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